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Phones
Phone plug -British (BT) connector and some US RJ-11.

Cellular Phone Systems – GSM 900MHz Digital network 
operated by Vodafone NZ. D-AMPS/TDMA dual-mode 
analogue/digital network operated by Telecom NZ. CDMA 
network operated by Telecom NZ.

Studying in New Zealand
Study in New Zealand may be  different to what you have 
experienced in your own country.

Possible Differences
You’ll find that often your tutors/teachers will not give you 
all the answers and information. You will need to research  
subjects yourself.

You are expected to ask questions and use your initiative. Do 
ask questions.

Prepare well. It is a huge advantage if you have read about 
topics before you attend class.

Tutors/teachers may ask for feedback. This is an important 
aspect of the teaching and learning process in New Zealand. 
If you are unsure how to give feedback or ask questions, talk 
to Student Services Co-ordinator for ways to do this without 
seeming rude.

Course work is very important – please remember for most 
mainstream programmes coursework counts towards your 
final result. It is not enough to rely on just sitting the exam at 
the end of the year.

If you have an assignment you will be expected to complete 
it yourself. If it involves ‘group work’ you will be told so 
clearly by the tutor.

If you are having difficulty in understanding, tell your teachers 
or tutors immediately. 

Discuss any problems that you may be having. 
Remember, you are not alone.

Plagiarism
Duplicating information from the Internet or copying from 
books or other students’ work is plagiarism and is not 
acceptable you will lose marks.

Students who submit plagiarised work will face penalties. 
These include getting a zero mark for an assignment or 
essay. A student who allows another student to copy his or 
her work will also be penalised.

Attendance while studying in New Zealand
You are here to study. You must comply with immigration 
regulations and attend at least 80% of your classes. All 
tutors keep records on the attendance of each student. Lack 
of attendance may impact on your grades and affect further 
study at Tai Poutini Polytechnic or other tertiary institutes in 
New Zealand. One of the requirements for your student visa 
is that you must have regularly attend your class/programme 
(unless you are sick or have an emergency situation arises) 
failure to do this could result in a breach of your student 
visa which could result in New Zealand Immigration Services 
being informed. Please ensure that you contact your tutor 
each day that you are away from class/programme. If you 
are having any problems attending class you must let  
your tutor know as soon as possible, so that you can  
receive support.
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In New Zealand we drive on the left-hand side of the road. •	
Drivers are generally courteous and always obey road 
rules. Check online at:  
www.landtransport.govt.nz.roadcode. 

New Zealanders love sport. Popular sports are rugby, •	
cricket and netball. They are passionate about the 
outdoors where much of their recreation takes place.

A queuing system is used for shopping, going to the post •	
office, buying tickets or at any other place where people 
are waiting for service. People stand in a line and wait for 
their turn in the queue.

Many New Zealanders have pets such as cats, dogs, fish, •	
birds, rabbits etc. You will see dogs at the beach, in parks 
or on the street. Do not approach any animal or try to 
pat it unless you check with the owner that it is OK. Dogs 
must be licensed and there are rules about where they 
are allowed to be exercised. Note that some people are 
allergic to cats or dogs.

Antihistamine tablets to treat allergies can be bought at •	
pharmacies, or you may need a doctor’s prescription for 
medication 

New Zealanders find spitting or urinating in public very •	
offensive.

Smoking is not permitted on TPP campuses, in public •	
buildings, bars, restaurants, cafés, theatres, cinemas, 
public transport or internal workplaces. Many homes and 
vehicles are smoke-free as well.

Always ask permission before you light a cigarette in •	
anyone’s home or car.

 New Zealanders like to keep their country clean and tidy. •	
They do not like people to drop litter or leave trash around 
in streets, parks or schools.

New skills
You may need to learn how to:  
Study independently and manage your time.

The style of teaching in New Zealand may be different 
from what you are used to. Everyone is expected to study 
independently. Independent study means that you are 
responsible for making sure that you are prepared for class, 
keeping up with your studies and completing all your course 
requirements. You can always ask for help. Most lecturers, 
tutors and student support staff are very happy to give 
you advice and answer any questions you have about your 
studies. However, it is your responsibility to ask for help 
and to do your studies. International students can find time 
management hard if they are used to a strictly regulated 
routine in their home country. You also need to make sure 
that you lead a balanced life in New Zealand and manage 
your time so that you can keep up with your studies, find 
time to socialise and do recreational activities.

Budget/manage money
Another responsibility you will have is managing your money. 
Many international students have never had to buy their own 
food or clothes and pay for their own accommodation. You 
should try to set a budget and plan how and when to use 
your money so that you can meet all your costs. Please ask 
Student Services Co-ordinator for advice.

Preparing meals, washing clothes and 
doing household chores
Skills such as cooking, washing clothes and cleaning will be 
very useful to you in New Zealand. Try to learn how to cook 
a few of your favourite dishes before you leave home. Learn 
to use a washing machine, vacuum cleaner and to wash and 
dry dishes.

Living with others (non-family members)
You will probably be living with others in New Zealand, 
perhaps in a homestay or with other students who are likely 
to be complete strangers. You will need to be tolerant and 
considerate of others’ needs. You need to be prepared to do 
certain things differently in New Zealand and accept that your 
way may not suit others.

Important things to note
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